Reduction of infarct size: a misleading concept?
Clinicians have long sought a pharmacological intervention with which to limit the extent of tissue damage during myocardial infarction. Early animal experiments suggested that reduction of infarct size was a feasible objective. More recently the concept has been challenged. Infarct size is determined predominantly by coronary blood flow. Small coronary arteries and arterioles supply discrete capillary beds, particularly in the endocardium. Intervention may delay the onset of myocardial cell necrosis but ultimate infarct size is only reduced if blood flow can be increased or restored.